
Tips for

tackling tough

tasks

Look fo r details

unpack the task

Read the activity. Then

re-read it carefully.

What are you being

asked to do?

Think about what

you already know

work backward

keep trying

hIGHER-

ORDER 

tHINKING

sKILLS
Through a range of engaging and

challenging activities designed to

test and strengthen problem-

solving skills, this higher-order

thinking skills helps students make

deeper connections by integrating

their learning across key curriculum

areas. Here are our ten tips for

tackling tough tasks. 

Put yourself in

the situation

Think about the

activity 

Share ideas

Check your

answers as you go
use trial and

error

Imagine yourself in the

situation. How does it

feel? Why is it

important?

Look closely. What

details do you see?

What details do you

think are important?
Think about another

time you have seen or

used the objects.
Have I done something

like this before? How

can I apply that to this

situation?

Sometimes different

people have different

parts of an answer.

Helping others, helps

us all succeed. 

If you are stuck, write

down as much as you

can. Then compare

your answer to the

activity. Change your

answer as necessary.

Sometimes it makes

sense to start at the end 

 then work backwards.

How can you get from

where you are to the

end?

After you write or

draw your answer, re-

read the question to

make sure you are

following the

instructions.

Sometimes it takes a

while for a new idea to

come. Don't give up if

you can't do an activity

right away. 


