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All you need to teach comprehension strategies!
The Comprehension strategies box is a set of six boxes suitable for learners aged 6–11+. Each box contains 
a set of full-colour, differentiated literacy cards that are designed to provide a comprehensive teaching 
tool to support the teaching and learning of nine different comprehension strategies. 

PREDICTING VISUALISING
MAKING

CONNECTIONS QUESTIONING CLARIFYING

SUMMARISING
DETERMINING
IMPORTANCE INFERRING SYNTHESISING

Each box contains 162 cards:
• cards for nine different comprehension strategies;

• three different cards with three differentiated reading levels 
for each strategy, with a different text on the front and back; 
and

• six copies of each different card suitable for small group work.

Colour Coding
The cards are colour coded to identify the nine different 
strategies in the box. The same colours carry across all box 
levels for easy identification. The coloured sections cover the 
following comprehension strategies in the following order:

Differentiation
The first card in each strategy is provided at the easiest reading level. 
The two different texts on the front and back of the card are at the same 
suggested Lexile range. These are numbered 1A and 1B in each box.

The second card in each strategy is at a higher level of reading. The two 
different texts on the front and back of the card are at the same level.  
These are numbered 2A and 2B in each box.

The third card in each box is at the highest level of reading. The two 
different texts on the front and back of the card are at the same level. 
These are numbered 3A and 3B in each box.

Suggested Lexile levels are stated on the scope and sequence cards at 
the front of each box.

The Texts
The texts utilise high-interest topics to motivate and engage learners.  
They include both fiction and non-fiction texts within the following 
genres:

• Fiction and Poetry
 science fiction, horror/supernatural, mystery, fable, fairy tale,   

 fantasy, folk tale, adventure, humour, limerick, ballad, play, myth, 
legend, other narratives including poems

• Non-fiction
 report, review, procedure, exposition, explanation, discussion, 

description, retrieval chart, letter, email, biography, interview, poster

There are no questions 
on the cards. These are 
provided in the Teacher 
guide and in the 
 activity book.!
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Benefits

a. Small group and independent work are easy to implement with six copies of each card — that’s 162 
cards in total! 

b. Differentiate easily with three reading levels that are organised by suggested Lexiles. 

c. Support provided through an extensive Teacher guide and activity book.

d. Bonus digital download of full-colour strategy posters for reference.

Choose
Choose a 

comprehension
strategy.

Assess
Use the assessment text 

and corresponding 
activity pages to assess 

how well the learner 
has understood the 

strategy.

Practise
Assign cards, depending 
on the reading level of 
each learner, and have 

them complete the 
relevant activity 

pages.

Share
Use the sharing text and 

work through this 
together

with the class.

Model
Use the modelling text 
and teaching notes to 

introduce and 
demonstrate the

strategy.

Identify
Use the placement test 
to see which cards are 

suitable for your 
learners.

How to use the Comprehension strategies box
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How to use the cards
Educators should familiarise themselves with the information in the Teacher guide before using the cards, 
additional resources and activity book to teach a strategy.

Educators may select any comprehension strategy to teach at any time. However, it should be noted that 
the strategy of synthesising can be quite difficult and, as a consequence, has been placed at the back of 
each box.

Recommended procedure for using the resource

1. The educator first uses the modelling text and teaching notes to introduce and 
demonstrate a particular comprehension strategy. This is predominantly an oral 
activity.

2. The educator uses the sharing text and works through this with the class using 
the teaching notes provided. These will be very similar to the way in which 
the modelling text was used to ensure the correct steps are used to learn the 
strategy. Learners may work with each other to practise this strategy together.

3. The educator selects a particular card (1, 2 or 3) depending on the reading level 
of the learner (and after using the placement tests), and the learner uses the 
corresponding resource sheets in the activity book to practise using the strategy 
to comprehend a text. There are two texts on each card, so learners can practise 
the strategy using more than one text, if the educator desires. It is best to check 
the activity book before assigning cards, as certain texts require questions to be 
answered before reading.

4. The educator uses the assessment text in the Teacher guide and the 
corresponding activity sheets to assess how well the learner has learned the 
comprehension strategy.

The suggested Lexile levels for the modelling, sharing 
and assessment texts are levelled at the middle range 
for each box level. This is because the educator and/or 
a peer will be working with learner when using both the 
modelling and sharing texts to learn and practise the 
strategy.

If educators feel learners have grasped 
the strategy easily and do not need any 
extra practice, the texts on the cards and 
corresponding activity pages may be 
used as a form of assessment.

Note 1: Note 1:
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About the scope and sequence cards
The first three cards in each box provide a scope and sequence chart of information about the texts. 
 This allows educators to quickly select text genres and strategies for classroom use.

The title of the text and 
the text genre are given.

The card number 
is given.

The strategy to which the 
text card is linked is given.

The scope and sequence cards 
are colour coded to match the text 

cards in the box.

The suggested Lexile level is given.

The word count of 
the text is given.
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Box 1 sample card.
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Box 1 samples
from the Activity Book.
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Box 1 Scope and sequence samples
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Box 2 sample card.
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Box 2 samples
from the Activity Book.
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Box 2 Scope and sequence samples
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Box 4 sample card.
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Box 3 samples
from the Activity Book.
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Box 3 Scope and sequence sample cards
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Box 4 sample card.
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Box 4 samples
from the Activity Book.
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Box 4 Scope and sequence sample cards
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Box 5 sample card.
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Box 5 samples
from the Activity Book.
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Box 5 Scope and sequence sample cards
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Box 6 sample card.
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Box 6 samples
from the Activity Book.
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Box 6 Scope and sequence sample cards
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The examples included may differ from the final edited versions in the boxes. 
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The comprehension strategies box 1 Code: 8494 

The comprehension strategies box 2 Code: 8495

The comprehension strategies box 3 Code: 8496

The comprehension strategies box 4 Code: 8497

The comprehension strategies box 5  Code: 8498

The comprehension strategies box 6  Code: 8499     

Ready to take the next step?
Have a chat with your dedicated education 
consultant today!

The Comprehension strategies box is a set of 
six boxes suitable for learners aged 6–11+. Each 
box contains a set of full-colour, differentiated 
literacy cards designed to support the teaching 
and learning of nine different comprehension 
strategies. These well-researched and 
proven strategies - predicting, visualising, 
making connections, questioning, clarifying, 
summarising, determining importance, inferring 
and synthesising – are compiled to help 
educators unlock their learners’ reading abilities.

All you need to teach 
comprehension strategies!

Box Lexile
levels

Approximate
reading ages*

1 10L–600L 5.0–6.4
2 210L–800L 6.4–8.0
3 410L–1000L 8.0–9.4
4 610L–1200L 9.4–11.0
5 810L–1400L 11.0–12.4
6 1010L–1600L 12.4–14.0

*median ages listed

Which box is right for you?
To support you finding the most suitable 
level for your classroom, we have 
levelling charts for common grading 
systems, including suggested Lexile 
levels and suggested reading ages.
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